into battle
shelter and can fight, they should be able to maintain vigorous
and prolonged resistance, costing enormous labour to those who
wish to subjugate them to tyranny.
But what an example this Norwegian episode is to other
neutral countries. What an example it is of the danger of sup-
posing that friendly relations with Germany, or friendly assurances
from Germany, or treaties of any kind, or friendly offices rendered
to Germany, or advantages given to Germany—what a danger to
suppose that any of these are the slightest protection against a
murderous onslaught the moment it is thought by Germany that
any advantage can be gained by such action. If the Norwegian
Government had not been so very strict and severe in enforcing
their neutrality against us and in leaving their corridor open to
German operations and machinations, and if they had entered
into confidential relations with us, it would have been very easy
to give them more timely and more opportune support than is
now possible. It is not the slightest use blaming the Allies for
not being able to give substantial help and protection to neutral
countries if they are held at arm's length by the neutral countries
until those countries are actually attacked on a scientifically
prepared plan by Germany. And I trust that the fact that the
strict observance of neutrality by Norway has been a contributory
cause of the sufferings to which she is now exposed and in the
limits of aid which we can give her will be meditated upon by
other countries who may to-morrow, or a week hence, or a month
hence find themselves the victims of a a equally elaborately worked
out staff plan for their destruction and enslavement.
I now address myself to the question which I believe has been
asked in some quarters, What is the Navy doing ? As I told the
House in the Debate upon the Navy Estimates, we were deprived
during all the long winter months of the great strategic advantages
of Scapa Flow, but during all that time we laboured might and
main to make that base a safe and sure home for the Fleet.
About five weeks ago the Home Fleet returned to Scapa Flow and
has been resting there or operating from there ever since. We
have been exposed to continual air-raid alarms and numerous air
raids, but we have now very powerful anti-aircraft batteries in
action, together with various other methods of defence, and very
good arrangements have been made with the Royal Air Force and
with our home squadrons of the Fleet Air Arm, so that an adequate
number of squadrons are disposed within striking distance.
In all, there have been five raids on Scapa Flow—many alarms,
but five raids. My right hon. Friend the Leader of the Opposition,
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